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Report submitted on behalf of GREECE in accordaoe with decision 1/8

Question 1

Provide brief information on the process by wititis report has been prepared,
including information on which types of public antities were consulted or contributed
to its preparation, on how the public was consulied how the outcome of the public
consultation was taken into account and on the natehich was used as a basis for
preparing the report.

Answer:

Regarding the process by which this report has peepared, the Hellenic
Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning &Puablic Works,
(YPEHODE),through the Department of Internationald®ons and EU Affairs,
has invited the following Public Authorities foorsultation and contribution to
the preparation of the present report: Ministryrofeign Affairs, Ministry of
National Education and Religious Affairs, MinistrfDevelopment, Ministry of
Interior Public Administration and Decentralisatidfinistry of Justice, Ministry
of Rural Development and Food, Hellenic Food AutydEFET), as well as
Ministry of Mercantile Marine and of Aegean andatsil Policy. Additionally the
following departments of the Ministry of the Enuroent, Physical Planning and
Public Works ,Competent Bodies and NGOs have asn lsonsulted for the
completion of this report.: Department of Internatl Relations and EU Affairs,
Special Service for the Environment, EnvironmeRiahning Directorate,
Bureau ofNational Network for Environmental Information ,Gool of Air
Pollution and Noise Directorate, Central Water &x\Special Service of
Managing the Competitive Project “Environment angtdinable
Development” (EPPER),Spatial Planning Directorbtdaan Planning
Directorate , Directorate for Special Upgradingj€cts,the National Centre of
Environment and Sustainable Development, and th® IM&diterranean
Information Office.(MIO-ECSDE)Recent reports of the Ministry for the
Environment, recent studies, as well as relevagnitsof Public
Authorities(included the Regional ones) to the [@recOECD environmental
performance review preparation, concerning issfilsi®Report, have also been
taken into consideration.

The above participation included, a consultationgokeof appr.12 weeks, before
the first draft is available on the Internet, biylail, and where necessary with
clarifications meetings and discussions. Afterabmpletion of the first draft, it
was displayed for public consultation on the Webeitthe Ministry of
Environment for 4 weeks. Additionally a speciahailbox has been set up for
the public and NGOs to submit comments on theesustof the questionnaire
and on the first draft of the Report .Submitted o@nts ,have been integrated.
Decisions 1/8 and 11/10 on reporting were takem @onsideration and where
possible the recommendations of the Aarhus Cormwe@ompliance
Committee. Since it is the first report of Gredt®jas difficult to meet due time
frames but efforts were made to meet the quadityirements of the
information included in the Report.



Question 2 (optional):

Reportany particular circumstances that are relevant for emstanding the report, e.g.
whether there is a federal and/or decentralizedsien-making structure, whether the
provisions of the Convention have a direct eff@airuits entry into force, or whether
financial constraints are a significant obstacleingplementation (optional).

« According to Article 101 of the Constitution thenainistration of the State is
organised in accordance with the principle of daedisation. Regions
constitute , another level of administrative oligation provided by law
Besides according to article 102 of the Constituthe administration of
local affairs belongs to the local government agencThe first level of local
government ( the municipalities and the communas)ideen also established.
Finally relevant laws provide for the second levElocal government ,the
prefecture government whose authority extendsedetritory of all the local
government agencies of a prefecture.

« International treaties and Conventions such ag&#raus Convention require,
according to article 28 of the Constitution , aiorzl law voted by the
Parliament , through which they are ratified anchdbapply directly or have
a direct effect upon its entry into forcgreece ratified the Aarhus Convention
at the end of 2005 and thus became a Party tGahgention.(see more under
Article 3) Besides and for the purpose of a baiteterstanding of this report, it
should be noted that the implementation of Aa@oasvention in Greece is
generally based on EU Directives which have alydmn transposed into
national law.(see more under Article 3)

Article 3

List legislative ,regulatory and other measures thaimplement the general
provisions in paragraphs 2,3,4,7 and 8 of article.3

Explain how these paragraphs have been implementgdvrticular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that officials and
authorities assist and provide the required guidanc

(b) With respect tparagraph 3, measures taken to promote education and
environmental awareness;

(c) With respect tparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is appropriate
recognition of and support to associations, orgaiuns or groups promoting
environmental

protection;

(d) With respect tparagraph 7, measures taken to promote the principles of the
Convention internationally;

(e) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that persons exercising
their rights under the Convention are not be peadlipersecuted or harassed.

ANSWER:

(a) In Greece there is a complete legal framewogklaging access to
environmental information and generally accessformation and ensuring that
officials and authorities assist and provide #guired guidance.



The Convention on access to information ,publi¢gipi@ation in decision- making
and access to justice in environmental matters(@a@onvention) of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNELGvas ratified by
the Greek Parliament in December 2005 through 8422/12-12-2005
(Official Journal of the Government A 303 /2005 ) .

According to Article 3 par 9( a) of the Joint Msterial Decision(JMD)
11764/653/2006 (OJG 327B/17-3-2006) through whiieh Directive
2003/4/EC ,on public access to environmental infdrom was transposed,
officials are required to support the public inlsag access to information
The 2003/4/EC Directive was formulated by EC for better
implementation of the first pillar of the Aarhusi@ention by the Member
States. According to article 3 para 1 of the ahtiM® Public Authorities
make available environmental information held byasrthem to any
applicant at his request within the deadlinedbgdaw. If a request is
formulated in a too general manner, the publibaity asks as soon as
possible the applicant to specify the request asdts the applicant in doing
so .If the information requested is not held byasrthe public authority to
which the request is addressed , the public authotiansfers the request to
the competent authority within 3 days and inforhms @applicant accordingly.
(for more information see under Article 4 )

In Greece, the right of access to informationaslimited only to environmental
issues. This right has been increasing in sigamioe since, according to the
Hellenic Constitution the competent service or atnority is obliged to
reply to requests for information and for issuing dcuments,especially
certificates, supporting documents and attestatiotisn a set deadline not
exceeding 60 days, as specified by law. In casedisadline elapses without
action or in case of unlawful refusal, in addittorany other sanctions and
consequences at lagpecial compensation is also paid to the applicaras
specified by law. (article 10, para.3 of the Helble@onstitution
1975/1986/2001). The right of access to informa#ind to electronically
handled information is also provided in Article SoAthe Hellenic
Constitution where it is stated tHatilitation of access to electronically
handled information, as well as of the productionexchange and diffusion
thereof constitutes an obligation of the StateThe right to access to official
documents is also ensured by Law 1599/86(art. M@gHisas by Law
2690/1999 regarding “Administrative Procedure Code

Citizens Service Centers (CSCs) have been estatlifly the Ministry of
Interior, Public Administration and Decentralizatim Regions, Prefectures
and Local Authorities all over Greece by lawl3(2002.The CSCs are
assisting effectively the citizens in dealing wiublic Administration, and in
accessing information and documents .The websi@Ss has been designed
and developed for the citizens’ efficient electoimformation and service.

In addition it now gives citizens the possibilitysubmit comments and
electronic applications regarding a wide serieadrhinistrative documents,
thus implementing a substantial step towards eeg@nce in Greece. The
Citizen Service Call Centre (1564) is also an ingoatrstep towards citizens’
information.



Additionally a Citizens’ Service Bureau operatathim the Ministry for the
Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works ar@@itizen’s Service
Bureau or a Public Relations Department operates il other Ministries to
assist citizens, dealing with Public Administrati@esides, a Press
Department operates in every Ministry ,competentfffusing press releases
regarding each Ministry’s activities. It should dlso mentioned that a
special helpdesk , which consists of officerseesgly appointed for public
information and assistance on relevant issueshéas established by the
Managing Unit of the “Operational ‘Environment’ Bramme” (EPPER)
under the Ministry for the Environment. Access mwieonmental information
concerning the EPPER , is also acquired throughdbpective website
(www.epper.gr). Additional information on enviroental matters and on the
activities of the Ministry for the Environment iksa accessed through the
Ministry’s official website www.minenv.gj currently under reconstruction.
Information on environmental issues of other Minést is accessed through
their official websites.

Besides citizens have the possibilitystdomit, through the establishedweb
line of communication with the citizens their questions, comments etc on
the issues of the Ministry for the Environment(YPEHODE),

The National Network for Environmental Information (NNEI) established in
the MoE is anmportant action towards disseminating of enviremtal
information.(see more below - Article 5ai and 5aii )

(b)+(c) In the framework of actions for Environmental Edtion (EE) and
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Grasdellowing the UNECE
and UNESCO processes at a satisfactory level. Witlese processes:
- A National Commission for ESD has been set upctviimcludes NGQOsas
well as museums, etc.

- The Ministry of Education has set up a progranafngction for the Decade for
ESD (DESDE), identifying focus issues for each yaad_has invited NGOs to
participate in the implementation of the programme

-Collaboration of the Hellenic Ministry for the Bnenment Physical Planning and
Public Works(Dept.of of International Relations and EHaks)with the
Ministry for National Education in the frameworlf Bducation for Sustainable
Development

-The Ministry for the Environment /Central Waterégy, in the framework of
the implementation of WFD(Water framework direejivmplementation,
proceeds to the following supporting actions: dghlment and operation of a
related web site, translation of the EC WFD guaadocuments, and
education of the personnel of the competent autésripublic information and
awarenesgongoing).

-With the support of the Ministry of Education’s @gtional Programme EPEAEK
(funded by the Community Structural Funds, the GalreFund and national
funds) and in coordination with the Ministry foretlEnvironmentprojects
have been approved which focus on enhancing awsseeducation, training
and patrticipationn decision making bodies of protected areas. N&®@s
running these projects and local civil society lseg target grou@ well as
local administrative bodies.

- Ministry for the Environment (YPEHODE) supportadareness raising efforts,
giving priority to information, education and traig programmes issues.




- In the context of the Decade of Education for Soatae Development 2005-
2014 the Ministry of Education formulated the NaabStrategy and the
progress and evaluation Indicators.

-During the period 2004-2007, 18500 programme=snefronmental education
and 27000 programmes of health education took phapamary education,
19000 programmes of environmental education an@d®Bogrammes of
health education took place in secondary educadie®s school programmes
financed by EU through Aegean University, 380 ficesh school programmes
on gender equality — RCGE and 820 financed intdiweal school
programmes — National Youth Institute with co-opieras of 6000 schools

-There are 35 national thematic networks, eachma@0 schools. Its subject
coincides with all the activities of the educatfonsustainable development.

- Training of 15000 educators is in process as agetieacher training .

-Periodical material production on sustainable tiguaent from Centres of
Environmental Education (CEE).

-All academic years of the Decade 2005-2014 areimated according to
sustainability issues in the frame of the DecadeSD

- The Programmes of School Activities consist aenirform of education that

develops in the frame of either the school ungrmvironmental networks
/collaborations of schools.

-Development of National Network of Centres of Eowmental Education

-6000 programmes of school activities per yeaafgareness

-National, regional and local Thematic Networksciiool activities (biodiversity,
energy, river, etc.)

-Production of educational material at a regiomal ecal level

-Pilot regional programmes (schools for recycling)

-Co-operative activities with public sectors, umsiges, NGOs, local communities
-The Mediteranean Information Office (MIO —ECSDE}lestablished the Circle of
Mediterranean Journalists for Environment and Snisitde
DevelopmeniCOMJESD)in Meditteranean level.

-Press releases of the MoE (YPEHODE),on the oceadithe ratification of the
Aarhus Convention by the Hellenic Parliament ,all ason the transposition of the
relevant Directives 2003/4 and 2003/35, for thennfation of the public on its
environmental rights ,published in newspapers alsh displayed on the official
Website of the MoE.

- An information leaflet on Aarhus Convention wa®lghed by the Athens Bar
Association contributing in the information of thablic on its environmental rights
under the Convention..

-A conference on the implementation of the Aarhosv@ntion was held in 2007 by
initiative of the Hellenic Society for the Protemtiof the Environment and the
Cultural Heritage in cooperation with the Atheng Basociation in which
participated the Hellenic Ministry for the Enviroent, as well as representatives
from the Council of State, the Hellenic Ombudsnthg,EU ,and other stakeholders.

- A lot of workshops, seminars and presentatioesevorganized, as well as

publications and information leaflets were produbgdhe state competent

bodies, for the information and awareness raisfrtgepublic and all interested
parties on alternative waste management issues.

-According to the opinion of an NGO and a membsahefpublic, a wider public

information is necessary concerning the environalerghts provided by
Aarhus Convention as well as training lessonsmirenmental rights



included in the curricula of the schools in therfeavork of environmental
education.

(¢ ) The implementation of Special Actions for sugipgythe NGOs in the
field of the Environment ,is financed ,with totaldget 1 million Eurosn the
framework of the Special Service for managing tipei@tional Programme
Environment 2000-2006 (EPPER)and the Operatioraji@dmme
Environment and Sustainable Development 2007-2BP®ERA). In addition
a special project on environmental awareness ofittzens is also financed
Concerning EPPER the relevant budget comes uprtitlidn Euros ,and
concerning EPPERAA the relevant budget is not péindd.

In the same framework of EPPER 2000-2086ecial project on Publiciand
Promotiors provided concerning the results from the immatation of the
project with total budget 2 millions Esrahile in EPPERAA the budget of the
whole activity is estimated to rise udtmillion Euros for the period 2007-
2013.

-The implementation of the Operational Programmoéthe above Managing
Special Service,(EPPERA)is monitored regularly byeatablished
Monitoring Committee ,with approved Rules of Praaed,in which several
representatives from competent bodies ,civil sgcemd NGOs participate.

- In the framework of Operational Environmental gfeanmes (OEP) 2000-2006,
funds have been bound for environmental awareésiag programmes,
with a total budget of 2.8 million €.Funds were madailable to school
units, classrooms or groups of teachers and stediendrder to set up and
complete environmental programmes: This led tddbeding of more than
200 registered Non-Governmental Environmental acaldgical
Organizations in Greece, whose members are ofteerdgeachers or former
students who had the chance to participate in btleedEnvironmental
Education programmes during their schooling years.

-NGOs in Greece are very active in awarenesfgaactivities and according to
the opinion of an NGO they are supported tten by Greek funds and more
often by direct EU funds .

» 22 projects were initiated by Universities andeftfic Institutes in the
framework of the Development Assistance Prograrafitee MoE
(YPEHODE), These activities were implemented byJt®versities and 19
Non Governmental Organisations (NGOSs) that werkuded in the
Programme; the budget allocated to NGOs reachedofibe total budget.
Projects implemented in the framework of the Progre were fully funded
from Greek national funds.

* Moreover, Greece ,through Ministry of Foreign Affasupports, coordinates
and assists NGOs and other agencies in the implatm@nof development
programmes,in accordance with the UNs Millenniunvéepment Goals
(MDGs), with the focus on combating poverty.

» Greece has been the leading Country of the Mediiean Component of the
EU Water Initiative (MED EUWI), since 2002. MED EUVdIso serves as a
platform for promoting strategic partnerships betwethe EU and the
Mediterranean and Southeastern European countsesvedl as between
government, civil society and the private sector

* NGOs are officially registered and recognized astngas in various
Ministries.




In Greece, the general public and the NGOs camgubomments and
proposals on environmental issues at the prelimissages of the decision
making process.

The Hellenic Ministry for National Education, cdilarates with the public
sector in a wider range, with the local governmantl the environmental
NGOs for the promotion of the principles of susshile development and in
the frame of initiatives for the academic years

According to the new legislation for the protectanmd sustainable
management of water resources in Greece (Law 3Q09/2Art. 3, par 6 &
Art.6), which integrates the public participati@guirements of the EU Water
Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), the active invahent of interested
parties is ensured through their representatiaghagdNational and Regional (in
the 13 Regional Water Districts) Water Councild tir@ being developed as
part of the new administrative framework of the mioy. The National and

the 13 Regional Water Councils are advisory boards which all national
and regional interested groups, such as involved ganisations, NGOs,

etc., are representedrhe national Water Council has already been
established by Decision of the Minister of the Emwment

According to L. 1650/86 and L. 2742/99, twenty sedanagement Bodies
have been established in protected areas of Grefministrational Councils
of these bodies are composed by representativeentrfal, regional and local
authorities, representatives of local stakeholdersps, researchers and
NGOs. Management Bodies were supported by the 8nin@inity Support
Framework and national funds.Moreover the Natu@)2Z0ommittee (provided
under Law 2742/1999) consists of representatives fvlinistries, Universities
and NGOs.

Actions for the management of protected speciesiadertaken in the
framework of various projects. Major projects héveen funded by the
European Commission Financial Instrument Life-Natidational funds
(ETERPS Fund from the Ministry of the Environmemtye also been
allocated. Major beneficiaries of these projectsResearch institutes,
Development Companies and NGOs.

Projects aiming mainly to the implementation diun@ conservation actions
have been financed also from a national fundingunsent which incorporates
a percentage of the money coming from the taxdsr ghrough this instrument
( ETERPS Fund) approximately 7,5 million € (fronioaal funds) were
allocated for the period 2000 — 2007 includingRmegramme Yoluntarism
and Environmental Protection” (total amount 1 million euros),and the
Programme on Environmental Protection and Sustkariaévelopment.
Moreover, the Ministry has drawn up the RegisteEmvironmental Non
Governmental Organisations.

In total, around 260 environmental NGOs have beeentoried, in mid
2007, nation-wideby the ‘Environmental Team of the Institute of urban
and Rural Sociology of the National Centre for Soal Research’
(http://www.ekke.gr/estiainder a project financed by the Hellenic
Ministry for the Environment .

In Greece there is not one single entity respoeadinl registering and
inventorying NGOs active both on general as webmgnvironmental
matters. Apart from the above inventory , registaee also kept by Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MoA), for different purposeseBides YPEHODE has




also inventoried environmental NGOs which it hasdied over the years,
either as core funding or for the implementatiospécific projects following
a certain call. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on tle¢her hand, and in particular
its Service for the implementation of the Developingssistance and
Cooperation Programme of Greece, the so-calledéHiel Aid” Service, is
inventorying (since 2000) NGOs active in all fielgsg. medicine,
humanitarian, environment, education etc), whidhl fcertain “quality”
criteria and are, thus, able to receive state futh implement, as
intermediaries, development aid and cooperatiofept®in
third/developing/recipient countries.

(d) Greece promotes the principles of the Aarhus Caimwef transparency,
access to information and public participationnternational forums ,in
international environmental negotiations and deaisi-making processes. The
Greek Ministry for the Environment as well as othBnistries are inviting
NGOs representatives to participate as expertgénriational meetings. Those
representatives have as far as possible been ettindGreek delegations as
expert members ,for which their travel expense limen partially or fully
reimbursed. NGOs can also participate upon ireitain national preparatory
meetings for international meetings.

Greece ,through Ministry of Foreign Affairs supisoicoordinates and assists
NGOs and other agencies in the implementation wéldement programmes,
in accordance with the UNs Millennium Developmewnas (MDGSs), with

the focus on combating poverty. Ministry of Forefgifiairs through YDAS-2
handles Greeces relations with the OECDs DAC, @pdiing in its Working
Groups and Networks, as well as in the Ministe@ialincils

NGOs were invited by the Ministry for Environmeatgarticipate in

environmental performance review preparation utiteiauspices of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Develapn@ECD).(2007-

2008).

Greece has been the leading Country of the Mediteean Component of the
EU Water Initiative (MED EUWI), since 2002 whichrges as a platform for
promoting strategic partnerships between the EUtlaad/editerranean as

well as between government, civil society and thieape sector.One of the

key recent developments , is the initiation of ‘tGeuntry Policy Dialogues
on water for Mediterranean non-EU partner countries

The partner countries of the Development Assisté@rogramme of MoE
(YPEHODE) belonged to the wider geographic regoinS.E. Europe, and
activities were implemented by NGOs and Universitidich covered inter
alia capacity building as well asenvironmental information and
awareness ,training and education on environment ahsustainable
development. The actions and projects selected for fundingewer
characterised by applicability, sustainabilityrgpective of actions,
transferability, as well agccountability and transparency of all activities.
Participation of Greece in High Level Internatiovgeting of Education and
Environment Ministries in Vilnius (Lithuania) prorineg environmental
education,ESD and awareness.

Participation in the 6th Conference of Ministef€nvironment,
“Environment for Europe”.(Belgrade 2007)

Project of Associated Schools with the UNESCO: illpglementation of
programs within the framework of the Decade of Ediwn for Sustainable



(e)

Development, where UNESCO is the lead agency20bgf the 80 schools
participating in the network
SEMEP:Participation of Greece in the South Eadwediterranean
Environmental Project, a network of 40 schoolbegan as Program of
environmental education.

Official launching of the UN decade for the Susdhle Development in the

Mediterannean Area ,in Athens where the principfabe Aarhus Convention
were mentioned by the Ministry for the Environme2Q5)

The contribution of Greece in the natural disast&South —East Asia, the
development and humanitarian assistance offergdrbgk State agencies, and
the ever expanding presence of Civil Society ienmational assistance
projects show that the awareness of Greek publiiaphas indeed been
raised and that the view that our country mustigipeite and assist countries
that face natural disasters has taken root. Gragmeorts such initiatives and
is participating in the discussions already talptage within the UN

framework with interventionmitended to increasdransparency and

enhance the UN control systems while making it®astmore effective.

In Greece there is a complete legal éaork, as already mentioned, ensuring

the exercise of the rights of the persons underidrhus Convention. The right of
access to information, is provided and guaranksetthe Hellenic Constitution as
well as by “Administrative Procedure Code”.

According to Article 4&1 of the Hellenic Constitah all Greek citizens are
equal before the law.Citizens have also the cantital right of previous
hearing. Articles 4 to 25 of the Hellenic Consituatprovide for the protection
of human rights, including the free developmenbié’s personality and
recognize the value of human dignity.

Every act of the State must be in conformity with law and it must also be
provided for by a lawBesides and according to the opinion of an NGO the
Environmental NGOs can be critical of governmeatdions, decisions, etc.
without repercussions (if there is a real basiscfarcism).

The citizens, in the framework of their protectibave several possibilities
for administrative and judicial review as well astions for compensation
according to the civil liability provisions(see more information under Article 9 of
the Convention)

Describe anypbstacles encountereth the implementation of any of the paragraphs of
article 3 listed above.
Answer:

The obstacles and problems identified and stagetidinvolved public authorities are:

Non-flexible timetable which does not facilitatestrelationship between
school and society through active learning

Incomplete training of educators

Non existence of up-to-date relevant educationaéenzd

Non existence of institutional framework of co-ogtéwn with NGOs
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» Activities of educators and students on voluntaged(single-digit number
percentage of educators and students who pargcipgirogrammes)

» Little / unsufficient financial support in the frawork of environmental
education.

* The implementation of the Aarhus Convention isagamtask which demands
the collaboration of several Ministries and secawsvell as
Regions,Prefectures and Local Government.

» Lack of sufficient resources

* According to the opinion of an NGO there is no appa link with issues
relating to access to justice concerning envirortalemssues in school
curricula. However, it is not yet clear what théeks should be. Through ESD
implementation, the development of critical thinkimf studentscould be
interpreted indirectly as serving towards this @sg

Provide further information on th@actical application of the general provisions of
the Convention

Answer:
Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Answer:http://www.minenv.gr ,http://www.mfa.gr,http:// www.yen.qr,
http:// www. ypepth.gr , http://www.medies.net

Article 4

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on
access to

environmental information in article 4.

Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has begheimented. Describe the
transposition of

the relevant definitions in article 2 and the mbgerimination requirement in article 3,
paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Any person may have access to information withwaving to state an

interest;

(ii) Copies of the actual documentation contairengomprising the requested
information are supplied;

(iif) The information is supplied in the form recated,;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the time limdgiged for inparagraph 2 are
respected;

(c) With respect tparagraphs 3 and 4 measures taken to:

(i) Provide for exemptions from requests;

(i) Ensure that the public interest test at thd ehparagraph 4 is applied;

(d) With respect tparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that a public authoaty th
does not hold the environmental information reqee$akes the necessary action;

(e) With respect tparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that the requirement to
separate out and make available information isémginted;

(f) With respect tgaragraph 7, measures taken to ensure that refusals meet the
time limits and the other requirements with respecefusals;

(9) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that the requirements on
charging are met.
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Answer: Concerning relevant definitions in article 2 and tton discrimination
requirement in article 3 see information undeickt.

(@)(@)) In Greece, access to environmental informatfoang person without
having to state an interest ,is provided firsalbinder Law 3422/12-12-2005
(OJG A 303/2005).Access to environmental infororabf any person without
having to state an interest is also ensured ithele 3 par 1 of the Joint
Ministerial Decision 11764/653/2006 (OJG B 327/126®6). According to this
Article of the above JMD every natural or legatgma is entitled to access to
environmental information by submitting a relevamtitten request without
having to state an interest .The written requetdrs the Public Authority’s
register(protocol)under a certain number and asteggion receipt is given to the
applicant.

According to the Hellenic Constitution (Articl®)lthe competent service or
authority is obliged to reply to requests for imf@tion and for issuing
documents,(see more under Article 3) Accordingrticle 5 par 1 of Law
2690/1999 regarding Administrative Procedure Cedery interested person
is entitled to access to administrative documehtssubmitting a relevant
request. A special interest is required only faress to private documents
held by Public Authorities ,on matter concerning #pplicant.( Article 5 para
2 of Law 2690/1999). Finally, Directive 2003/98/166 the further use of
public sector information has been incorporated the Greek legislation by
Law 3448/2006, providing the right for further usepersons or legal entities
of documents held by public sector bodies, for camual or non-commercial
purposes other than the initial purpose for whithdocuments were
originally produced.

(a)(ii) According to Law 3422/12-12-2005(0JG A 3B305) Public Authorities in
response to a request of environmental informatake such information available
to the public including where requested copiesha actual documentation
containing or comprising such information .The &ldi7 of the Joint Ministerial
Decision 11764/653/2006 also ensures that Puhltbdxities provide for copies of
the actual documentation upon request and sonept®ns are provided concerning
the form or format of the required informationedselow (a)(iii)) . The Article 5 of
Administrative Procedure Code” referring to acdessocuments (OJG A45/9-3-
1999) provides and regulates similar issigson an application, the Special
Environmental Service and the other competent deyests provide in due time the
information requested concerning official documemtsther documentation
concerning the EIA/SEA files submitted to it, ass@s the public participation
process has begun. No internal consultation doctinmterning open judicial
procedures is provided.

(iif) Taking into account those referred in the @bgoint (ii Jand according to Article
4 par 1 (b) (i) (ii)of the Convention ratified baw 3422/2005 and Article 3 par 7 of
the JMD 11764/653/2006 ,the form or format of thi@imation is supplied as
follows: Where an applicant requests a public aityrto make environmental
information available in a specific form or formatuding in the form of copies),the
public authority makes it available unless itlready publicly available in another

12



form or format , which is easily accessible by a&mpits.Further details on the above
issue are regulating under the above JMD.(Art.& Far

(b) The time limits of the Article 4 par 2 of the@@vention are met in the Law
3422/2005 .The environmental information is madalable as soon as possible and
at the latest within one month after the requestideen submitted, unless the volume
and the complexity of the information justify antexsion of this period up to two
months.

* In addition the aforementioned time limits of then@ention are fully mettg
the stricter) in Article 3 par 3 of the JMD 11764/653/2006 .Mospecifically
Public Authorities, having regard to any timescgecified by the applicant ,
make available environmental information held byasrthem to any
applicant at his request , at the latest withird@®s after the receipt of the
request by thpublic Authority or within 2 months after the regeof the
request, if the volume and the complexity of tHfeimation is such that the
20 days period cannot be complied with.

» Besides Law 2690/1999 “Administrative Procedure€dqOJG A45/9-3-
1999)stipulates also in Article 4 relevant timmits for Public Authorities
(60 days at the latest)and in Article 5 -one motithe limit after the receipt
of the request for informing the applicant of aapection of his request.
Additionally, according to the Hellenic Constitutiche competent authority
is obliged to reply to requests for information dadissuing documents,
especially certificates, supporting documents dtebtations within a set
deadline not exceeding 60 days, as specified by law

* In case this deadline elapses without action @ase of unlawful refusal, in
addition to any other sanctions and consequendas/aspecial compensation
is also paid to the applicant, as specified by kanticle 10, par.3 of the
Hellenic Constitution 1975/1986/2001).

» According to Article 5A of the Hellenic Constitah 1. All persons are
entitled to information, as specified by law. Resions to this right may be
imposed by law only insofar as they are absolutelyessary and justified for
reasons of national security, of combating crimefgsrotecting rights and
interests of third parties and 2. All persons antitled to participate in the
Information Society. Facilitation of access to élecically handled
information, as well as of the production, exchaage diffusion thereof
constitutes an obligation of the State, alwayshsesvance of the guarantees
of articles 9, 9A and 19. It is generally considetteat according to the above
Constitution provisions’ a general civil right afaess to information is
established

(c)(i) The public authorities may refuse the requesaccessing to
environmental information for the reasons and pioas provided under
Article 4 par 3 and 4 of the Convention ratified haw 3422/2005 ,as well as
under Atrticle 4 of the JMD 11764/653/2006 whidmisposed Directive
2003/4.Additionally Administrative Procedure Codl@yy 2690/1999
(art.5)and law 1599/86 art.16 stipulate certairesas which Public
Authorities may refuse the request to accessiraglinistrative documents .
The reasons of refuse of the request under theusalonvention are fully
met in the above JMD which transposed EU Directd@®3/4 . Public
Authorities may not provide for a request to beisel if where the request
relates to information on emissions into the envinent. Concerning the
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confidentiality of personal data Public Authoritta&ke into consideration the
requirements of the provisions of law 2472/1998(% through which
Directive 95/46/EC , on the protection of individsiavith regard to the
processing of personal data and the free movenienich data, has been
transposed.

(c) (iAccording to Article 4 par 2 of thebove JMD 11764/653/2006 ,the
grounds for refusal mentioned in paragraphs 1 aoidti2e same Article are
interpreted in a restrictive way ,taking into acebfor the particular case the
public interest served by disclosure. In everyipaldr case, the public
interest served by disclosure shall be weighednagéie interest served by
the refusal. Further details on the above issueegydated by the same article
of the above JMD which transposed Directive 200B6t.the purposes of the
application of (subpar.f)concerning the confidglity of personal data,
relating to a natural person ,Public Authoritidsetanto consideration the
requirements of the provisions of Law 2472/1997{A&hich has transposed
Directive 95/54/EC on the protection of individualgh regard to the
processing of personal data and on the free movenofiesnch data .

(d) According to article 3 par 4 of the JIMD 1176B6&006,if the information
requested is not held by or for the public autlydntwhich the request is addressed ,
the public authority transfers the request tocii@petent authority within 3 days
and informs the applicant accordingly. Besides adiog to Article 4 par. 1 of Law
2690/1999 “Administrative Procedure Code” (OJG A43/1999)if the request is
addressed to a Public Authority which is not resaale for a response ,the public
Authority transfers the request to the competethaity within 5 days and also
informs the applicant accordingly.

(e)According to Article 4 par.5 of the JMD 1176832006 environmental
information held by or for public authorities whiblas been requested by an applicant
is made available in part where it is possiblegjpasate out any information, falling
withing the scope of par. 1 (d) and (e) or pard2rfithe rest of the information
requested. Paragraph 1 (d)concerns material indtese of completion or unfinished
documents or data and par 1 (e) internal commtiaita.and par 2 concerns cases
for a request for environmental information to bused.

() According to law 3422/2005 the refusal is madesoon as possible and at the
latest within one month unless the complexity @ itiformation justifies an extension
of this period up to 2 months after the requestohding to article 4 par 6 of JMD
11764/653/2006 is provided a stricter time linMore specifically a refusal to make
available all or part of the environmental infotioa requested is notified to the
applicant in writing or electronically ,within 2fays or, in case of complexity of
information , 2 months. Further details on thisiesare regulated by the above JMD
through which EU Directive was transposed. Besate®rding to Law
2690/1999(“Administrative Procedure Code”)the rafus access to administrative
documents should also state the reason for theakfnd be notified to the applicant
at the latest within 1 month from the receipt & tequest.

(g) According to Article 5 of the JIMD 11764/65308) access to any public
registers or lists established and maintained dsaamination is situ of the
information requested is free of charge. Publichwities do not make any
charge for supplying any environmental informatiet. it is provided that
under a relevant JMD-not yet edited- public auties may make a charge
for supplying any environmental information ,butkicharge shall not exceed
a reasonable amount.
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Describe anypbstacles encountereth the implementation of any of the paragraphs of
article 4.

Answer:
The obstacles and problems identified and stagetédinvolved public authorities are

» Lack of resources (staff, funds for copies e.t.c.)

* In many cases the requests are general or unrddscgad Administration
asks the applicant to submit documentation withentmtails.

* In many cases there is a complexity and a volumezgtiested information
and for this reason a collaboration with othehatities is required
Administration informs the applicant within theng limits mentioned above.

* A possible excess of the provided time limits by Bublic Authorities is
stated as a possible obstacle in the implementafi this Article.

Provide further information on th@actical application of the provisions on accest
information, e.g. are there any statistics available on thebaus of requests made, the
number of refusals and their reasons?

Answer: Most of the departments do not have available stiesi data. A few
departments can provide such statistical infornmatipon request.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

www.minenv gr , www.ggb.gr.

Article 5

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on the
collection and dissemination of environmental infomation in article 5.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has be@teimented. Describe the
transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disenation requirement in article 3,
paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Public authorities possess and update enviromahéformation;

(ii) There is an adequate flow of information tdopa authorities;

(i) In emergencies, appropriate information iss#iminated immediately and

without delay;

(b) With respect tparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that the way in which
public authorities make environmental informatieaitable to the public is transparent
and that

environmental information is effectively accessjble

(c) With respect tparagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that environmental
information progressively becomes available in tetesc databases which are easily
accessible

to the public through public telecommunicationsageks;

(d) With respect tparagraph 4, measures taken to publish and disseminate national
reports on the state of the environment;
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(e) Measures taken to disseminate the informagerred to irparagraph 5;

(H With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to encourage operators whose
activities have a significant impact on the envinemt to inform the public regularly of
the

environmental impact of their activities and proguc

(g) Measures taken to publish and provide inforamatis required iparagraph 7,

(h) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to develop mechanisms with a view
to ensuring that sufficient product informatiommade available to the public;

(i) With respect tgaragraph 9, measures taken to establish a nationwide system of
pollution inventories or registers.

Answer:

» Law 3422/2005 provides for collection and disserniamaof environmental
information. Besides Article 7 of JMD 11764/65308 (OJG B 327/17-3-
2006) which transposed Directive 2003/4/EC regslalso dissemination of
environmental information through electronic datsdsaand public
telecommunication networks.

» The relevant definitions of the Article 2 and tien-discrimination
requirement in Article 3 of the Convention area#sed and met in Law
3422/2005 by which the Aarhus Convention was eifiThe above Article 2
definitions of the Convention are also met in Adi2 of JMD
11764/653/2006 which transposed Directive 20034/E

* In addition according to Article 4 par 1,2& 3 oehlenic Constitution
(1975/1986/2001)all Greeks are equal before the Gwek men and women
have equal rights and equal obligations. All pesspossessing the
gualifications for citizenship as specified by lave Greek citizens. Article 5A
par 1 and 2 of the Hellenic Constitution also stditat all persons are entitled
to information, as specified by law and all pessare entitled to participate
in the Information Society. Besides Law 3304/2003tee"Implementing of
the principle of equal treatment regardless ofalami ethnic origin,religious
or other beliefs, disability, age or sexual ori¢iotd' constitutes a landmark in
the promotion of the principle of equality and piretection of human rights
in Greece. By this law two EU Directives werengsposed into the Greek
legislation: EC Directives 2000/78 and 2000/43 ‘ttoe promotion of the
principle of equal treatment and the fight agagistrimination on grounds of
race, nationality, religion or belief, disabiligge, sexual orientation”.

There are also two bodies in Greece with similapoasibilities both assigned with
combating discrimination in the private sector: tiadour Inspectorate (SEPE),
whose competence covers ordinary employment cdafracd the Equal Treatment
Committee (ETC) of the Ministry of Justice, whosenpetence covers the rest of the
private sector. The General Secretariat for Equafithe Ministry of the Interior also
plays an important role in the implementation @& grinciple of equal treatment and
the gender equality. At the same time a Permanentrttee on Equality and on
Human Rights as well as a Permanent Committemstitutions and on
Transparency operate in the Greek Parliament.

5(a)(i.) Ministry for the Environment operates fo#lowing monitoring systems to
assure the production and update of environmeatal for the following
environmental sectors: Air Quality, Air emissiolgater Quality and Quantity,
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Industry, Emissions from Stationary combustion sesiinstallations and
Vehicles, Fuel, Waste, Noise.

Main Monitoring and Inventory activities

Air Quality monitoring

Water Quality, Water Quantity and Ecological Status monitoring

Air emissions monitoring (main industrial installations emissions)

Combustion and fuel monitoring programs

Inventory of Local and Waste Management Authorities reporting on waste quantities, treatment
and management

Noise monitoring

Environmental Inspectorate monitoring

Air Emissions Trade Registry

Datasets

Water Quality, Water Quantity and Ecological Status
¢ River Basins
* Waste Water Treatment Plants

Air Quality

Air Emissions

Industries and other installations

Combustion
e  Stationary combustion sources installations
* Vehicles

Nature and Biodiversity
NATURA 2000 network.
Habitat types within Natura 2000

Noise
Noise measurements from motorcycles
In situ measurements of noise from installations
Measurements from noise control stations
Noise barriers and implementation bodies

Environmental Impact Assessments

Waste
Waste generation sources
Waste treatment and final disposal installations
Hazardous waste
Municipal waste
Register of waste management bodies

CORINE LAND COVER

5 (a)(ii) The National Network for Environmental Informati@dNEI) is an important
action towards this direction. It comprises of @airantal mechanism for the

collection and dissemination of data, through iméteor internet, in relation to the
main environmental sectors (air, water, nature teyasnissions, legislation).It is

a national repository of environmental data anchechanism for exchanging data
between relevant environmental administrative ses/as well as for providing data to
the public.

* A new project is promoted today under the E.C.@&tnal Funds for the
modernisation and extention of the network in otddrsecome Web based, to
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involve more environmental organisations as aaisers and more external
interested people and organisations as viewerst ddlse data of the system
will be available to the public. It will also inde spatial data and services
providing support for responding with environmemtata to the INSPIRE
Directive. The content of the System concerns tammnvironmental topic
areas where the Ministry collects data (air, watatural environment, wastes,
Combustion, Fuels, Industry, Noise, environmeini@act assessment studies
and areas like waste recycling, Ozon Depleting tnoss, Physical Planning,
etc.). A new functionality will be added based BIiTERNET technologies to
facilitate and encourage electronic submissionmfitenmental Impact
Assessment studies which will also provide moréilty on this area.

The system will also include functionalities fonseg the national node for SEIS

(ongoing call for tender), for supporting natioBAONET communication as well

as for operating the Clearing House MechanismherAarhus Convention

(5)(a)(iii) Air pollution episode
In case of air pollution episode: Information oe #volution on hourly basis
through
INTERNET - Radio and TV messages — impleia@m of relevant measures
(directions to people affected)et

Flood Protection and Prevention

According to the new law on water (3199/2003), $raosition into national law of the
Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), the RegiMater Directories (total: 13)

are the competent authorities for taking the apjpatg measures for flood mitigation
on a river basin basis.

Forecasting and early warning

This issue is handled in Greece by several oper@tcentres. Comprehensive
activities and plans that have been undertakeneiriéld of early warning and
forecasting in our country include:

Traditional measuring instruments, radar and nuraéweather forecasts.

Identification and mapping of high-risk areas tlglbuthe “National Bank of
Hydrological and Meteorological Information”, a dabank in which all the
hydrological and meteorological data measurednduthe last 100 years have
been collected and elaborated, using the most egdedmputer science and
telecommunications.

Development of an effective and reliable early-vimgnand forecasting system,
supported by meteorological information, to inforat, respective level, flood
authorities and citizens in threatened areas.

National emergency plan for Civil Protection (XENRKTIS), covering the
emergency management before, during and aftetdbd évents.

Measures linked to public information and awarenessing: information for the
general public through the media (TV, leaflets,tpss internet, etc.) on possible
flooding events because of forecasted heavy raidslaunderstorms and on self-
protection instructions.
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5b. Concerning Air Quality in the city of Athens, anlioe system is providing
regularly information on the measurement values séries of pollutants as well
as exceedances against basic standards and ple@nt@anced measures.
Public Information
By fixed phone message (tel. Nr. 1448, three messpgr day)
Through INTERNET (www.minenv.gr) (in greek and esly) on daily basis:
Analytical description of air quality situation, maand average pollutant
values for the present day and the previous one,
Extended presentation of ozone exceedances
3-Monthly and yearly reports
In case of air pollution episode: Information oe #volution on hourly basis
through INTERNET - Radio and TV messages — impleatemn of relevant
measures (directions to people affected etc).

National Reports on the state of the water enviemnfArt. 5 and Annexes Il & 11l of
the WFD) as well as any information related to itln@lementation of water
related EU legislation are or will be available farblic information. A related
web site is under development by the Central Wagemcy, which will serve
as an active information and discussion forum.ilk mclude national reports
and any other related documentation or informat{data, maps, etc.).
Furthermore, several workshops are or will be oggh at regional or
national level.

5c. On the above environmental areas Ministry for thgiEbnment has established
relevant databases with data from the respectivatorong systems and registers as
well as information on relevant activities, plamgasures, institutional structure etc.
Part of the above is being displayed on the MipistwWeb Site. The final objective is
to include gradually all necessary data and infeiona Furthermore, concerning the
monitoring of the implementation of the legislati@npositive step taken by
YPEHODE has been the regular posting of all relatémmation (on both
transpositions and implementation enactments begwed) on the Ministry’s
website, thus, ensuring a wide public diffusionrdbrmation, data and knowledge as
well as more participatory process.

-National Environmental Information Network: it ia national repository of
environmental data and a mechanism for exchangiai; thetween relevant
environmental administrative services as well aspfoviding data to the public.
(see more information under par.a ii)

-National Data Bank of Hydrological and Meteorotmdilnformation: it is a distributed
data base and a wide area network for exchangidgliaseminatiing Hydrological
and Meteorological information produced by relevaigianisations belonging to the
network. A new project developed today under th€.ECohesion Funds will
upgrade and update the database with more redennetion and relevant analysis
and assessments. The system also provides infomtatthe INTERNET.

- Communication tools used to convey environmeitfarmation to a non expert
audience and to high level decision makers (weleddtmols, user-friendly brochures,
aggregated indices, etc.)

-Specific web site, in the framework of the implenagion of alternative
management of packaging and other waste (Law N9/2981), linked
directly with the internet home page of Hellenic nidiry for the
Environment, which provides environmental inforroatiin respect to
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alternative management (recovery and recycling)patkaging waste,
ELVs, used tires, waste oil, WEEE, batteries & aculators and
construction & demolition waste.

-A Web Site for establishing the Clearing House Ng@usm for the Aarhus
Convention, in the framework of the implementatioh the National
Environmental Information Network (planned).

-In the framework of supporting actions regarding=DV implementation,
establishment and operation of a related web siégmslation of the EC
WFD guidance documents, preparation of “legislatitexts” for the
harmonization of the existing national legislatfiramework to the WFD
and education of the personnel of the competenhoaities, public
information and awareness (ongoing).

-Participation to the EEA OZONE WEB site with d&tam Athens City.

-Presentation on the INTERNET, of various Repautsnsitted to E.C.
following relevant legal obligations, as well asrefevant environmental
legislation.(EC Directives transposed in the Gregkslation, ratified
international environmental Conventions and muéilal agreements .
-Development of an electronic tool to facilitate thpplication of the European
Waste Catalogue. The tool will be accessible on \teb site of the
Ministry of Environment Physical Planning and PatWorks (ongoing).
-Function of Clearing House Mechanism on Biodivgtdiringing together
seekers and providers of environmental informaéind contributing to
making environmental information and data flowsikade to the public.
- A related web site is under development by thet@éWater Agency, which will
serve as an active information and discussion faruthe framework of supporting
actions regarding WFD implementation. It will indinational reports and any other
related documentation or information (data maps,)et

Overview of current and planned activities, initiaives and events
In the framework of implementation of EC Directix@02/49

Planned Project on “Evaluation of Environmental $¢diwhich will produce Noise
maps of Athens Municipality(implementation in 2008)
On going Project for Mapping of Noise in the Aerdpof Athens and relevant
action plans.
Survey on packaging sector and packaging waste velDgment of a database
(completed on 2007).
Survey on electric and electronic equipment seetnd waste of electric and
electronic equipment — Report and database deveop(angoing).
Survey on construction and demolition sector andsftaction and Demolition waste
produced in Greece — Report and database develogomgoing).
Inventory of the uncontrolled dump sites in GreeeeReport and data base
development (completed on 2005).
National Hazardous Waste Management Plan (legslattMD 8668/2007 (OJG
287/B/2-3-2007). (Completed on 2007).
National Health Care Waste Management Plan (ongoing
National Plan for the management of biological gkid(Project at allocation
procedure) (ongoing)
Guidance Document for the industrial waste managémian (completed on 2006).
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Guidance Document for the internal control of thedfill sites and occupational
safety (Circular under preparation) (completed 0072.

Permanent inventory of control system on combustiom permanent sources and
vehicles. Establishment of data base and produofioelevant annual report.

Program for the re-evaluating of 69 important lardas for their characterization as
Special Protection Areas for Birds. Action planstfte protection of species of
priority (ongoing).

Identification of compatible activities in complieawith the qualifying species of the

special protected areas.

(d) Overview of current and planned activities, irtitias, dates and frequencies of
reports:
The regular response to the European CommissioriReyp Obligations is beeing
continued on the basis of respective national laws.
Between these some specific issues are the folipwin

In the framework of the new Law 3199/9-12-2003 (O2&0A/2003) on water
protection and the sustainable management of therwesources, followed by the
PD 51/8-3-2007, with which the EU Water Frameworkrebtive (WFD)
(2000/60/EC) is transposed into the national lagjish, some of the relevant
activities concerning environmental information:are

Project on Supporting actions regarding WFD impletagon, including, inter
alia, the drafting of a national guidance descgbapecific actions in every
RBD (ongoing).

Implementation of the WFD Articles 5 & 6 and AnnexXé— IV. CWA, aiming to
reporting to the EC through WISE system on the ofeihg topics:
characterization of each RBD, analysis of anthrepog pressures and
impacts, determination of reference conditions,necasic analysis of water
uses, registration of protected areas (ongoing).

Project for the development of a new monitoringwaek for inland surface
(rivers, lakes), transitional, coastal and groundtens, including the
development of monitoring programs for biologicalatity parameters and
assessment/classification of their ecological dqué&ingoing).

An annual report on the quality of bathing waters.

Project for the update of the “National Databank drological and
Meteorological Information”. This project aims ahet organization and
dissemination of the Hydrological Information ind&8ce. It's a Distributed
Relational Data Base working in a wide area networigoing).

Monitoring and protection of bathing waters and thmarine environment
(ongoing).

Athens Air pollution daily report available also tire INTERNET:

Annual Report on “Air Pollution in Athens-2006” akable also on the INTERNET

Report on the Revision of the 2002 NSSD of Greenepmpassing the same
priorities (7 challenges and 2 cross cutting issaegthe Renewed EU Strategy for
S.D. (2006) plus four additional priorities of ratal interest, i.e. Culture,
Tourism, Agriculture and Physical Planning.

v According to conventional obligations of Greecejaral reports are being
submitted on a regular basis which includes enwremal information. These are:
= The Third National Report for the Convention of Bigical Diversity, which is

in its final stage of preparation.

21



The National Report for the Ramsar Convention ornl&dds (under
preparation).

National Report for the Cartagena Protocol on Betggunder preparation).
National Report on the Application of the Proto€alncerning Specially
Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Medanean (Barcelona
Convention).

Regular response to the reporting of the E.C. AnidSions and Climate Change
Directives: 88/609 (2005), 2001/81 (2005,2006,20®8/61 (2006), 1999/13
(2006). Reporting to IPPC-CLRTAP Convention.

Reports on the implementation of various DirectieEthe European

Commission relating to waste and the protectiothefenvironment:

- Directive 75/442/EEC on waste,

- Directive 86/278/EEC on the protection of the earment, and in
particular the soil, when sewage sludge is usedjriculture

- Directive 91/689/EEC on hazardous waste

- Directive 1999/31/EEC on the landfill of waste

Preparation of a National State of the Environmdégport(ongoing)

(MDGs),

-In the framework of the directive 96/61/EC concegnintegrated pollution

prevention and control (IPPC), and the Europedhufdat Emission Register

(EPER) two reports were drafted and rendered in pulfiReports EPER land

2)in the years 2004 and 2006

. Ministry of Foreign Affairs through directorateDAS-2 handles Greeces
relations with the OECDs DAC,. It maintains thei@#l statistical database
on development assistance provided by Greece anul$ sketailed statistical
data to the DAC, in fulfilment of our countrys admition . YDAS-2 also draws
up the Annual YDAS Report, which is submitted te thellenic Parliament,
as well as other publications, such as GreecesiBotibn towards Attaining

the Millennium Development Goals.

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the informagerred to irparagraph 5;
(See above under para a.b c d)

(H With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to encourage operators whose
activities have a significant impact on the envinemt to inform the public regularly of
the environmental impact of their activities andarcts;

Programmes, inter alia, for the funding of severghnizations for EMAS
registration and 1SO14001 certification as welfashe awarding of the
Eco-Label are being implemented under the 3rd GBikisterial Decision
15624/1025/2004 , provides for Funding for SMEsd(strial
enterprises.),as well as Ministerial Decision 2¥32233/2006,also provides
for Funding for SMEs, and industrial and touristezprises.In addition there
are no fees for Emas registration.Under Emas Scladirienas registered
organisations submit regularly updated environmestéements including
inter alia the environmental impact of their aittés and products.
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* Inrecent years, the register of EMAS certifiedaomgations is growing
rapidly in Greece. The number of registered orgdiuas has jumped from 1
in January 2001, to 10 in January 2004, and ton33icember 2007.
Registered organisations come from diverse busiress, as well as
organisations ,universities and local authoritMereover, environmental
services companies have been added to the regisirthe Public Sector has
started showing interest as well. The Annual EuaopeMAS awards
ceremony was organized in Athens in 2006, duringlwthe European
Commission granted to our country the award for MenState with the
largest increase in registrations among old Merstates. In the meantime,
enterprises from all sectors (Manufacturing, Sevjdrade, Tourism) have
been receiving funding for the development of Emwmental Management
Scheme, (Emas), ISO 14001 certification and EceHaln increasing
interest from businesses has been noticed as 18fpases have been
included in the latest round of the pertinent oéllhe Operational
Programme “Competitiveness” of th€ 8SF. Law 3325/2005 encourages
companies from the Attica region whose operatigneasignificant
environmental effects to establish and achieve EMAE 014001
certification by 2010.

e TheEuropean Eco-Labdias been awarded to 150 products from 22
companies and to 4 services (hotels). The indicatare, that there is an
increasing trend since there is a number of apydica awaiting to be
evaluated. With regard to the total number of laltleht have been awarded to
Greek companies’ products, our country is rankBdmiong EU Member
States. Emphasis is also placed on further promaiia publicizing the Eco-
label.

5(9)
Selected data from databases of the aboveonedtenvironmental fields( Air

Quiality, Air emissions, Water Quality and Quantityglustry, Emissions from

Stationary combustion sources installations anddles$y Fuel, Waste, Noise) is

published on the Web Site of the Ministry, in tleetson of the National

Environmental Information Network.( see more infatran under 5 (a) (i))

5(h) Cartagena Protocol which was ratified througiw 3233/2004(0JG A 51/18-
2-2004) provides for a Biosafety Clearing HousecMaism . Moreover, actions
being taken for the development ofextification of products from sustainable
forestry ,constitute a major challenge.(For ecaliaig of products see under5(c))

5(@) - Regqistry of emissions’ trading allanceqGreenhouse Gas Emission
Allowance$}
National Center for Environment and Sustainabledlyment (NCESD) was
assigned as responsible for the operation of tegidRy according to Joint
Ministerial Decision (JMD)54409/2632/27-12-2004 (®1931 B 2004 )which
transposed into the Greek legislati®irective 2003/87/EC as amended by Directive
2004/101/EC
The institutional framework for the management apdating of the electronic
Registry of emissions’ trading allowances has bmmtiuded with the setting up of
theBureau for GHG Emissions Tradingthin the Ministry and the assignment of the
Registry’s management to the above mentiddational Centre for the Environment
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and Sustainable Development (NCESBreek Registry has started to operate since
27/4/2006.All EU Directives pertinent to the Registry havebéransposed into the
Greek Law

-European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER)

- In the framework of Directive 96/61/EC concernintggrated pollution
prevention and control (IPPC), and the Europedlufdot Emission Register
(EPER) two reports were drafted and rendered in puffiReports EPER land 2)in
the years 2004 and 2006 with statistical and irmgrdata from the implementation
of the Directive. Most important industries in Gzeemonitor continuously the main
pollutant emissions aiming at enhancing the relewrarentories of the country.
European Pollutant Release and Transfer RegistBRIER)that replaced EPER from
2007 reporting period onwards. (EC Regulation 1666&2) has not been ratified yet.

Describe anypbstacles encounterech the implementation of any of the paragraphs of
article 5.

Answer:
Possible problems may occur by :
-Delayed flow of information to the Central Adnstration
-Delay in rendering in public of Refs and data

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on the
collection and dissemination of environmental imation in article 5¢.g. are there any
statistics available on the information published?

Answer:

Establishment in the framework of Environmental dwats —Statistics and Sustainable
Development Index, of a particular estimation eystaccording to the proposed
methodology of EUROSTAT (General Secretarial ofibtal Statistical Service, ).

Establishement in cooperation with Eurostat of #@meounts NAMEA for Air
Emmissions and Energy. (General Secretarial ofoNatiStatistical Service, Annual
data for five years, ).

Implementation of a Project for producing Estimasi@n forrest accounts, according to
the EUROSTAT methodology, in the framework of Eowmmental Accounts
program (General Secretarial of National Statist®ervice Annual data for five

years.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

www.minenv.gr- Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planniagd Public Works.

www.minenv.gr/emasiellenic site for Emas MoE(YPEHODE)

www.edpp.g National Environmental Information Network

www.ekpaa.gr National Centre for the Environment and Sustade®evelopment

www.mfa.gr—Ministry of Foreign Affairs

www.noa.gr- National Observatory of Athens

www.okxe.gr- Hellenic Mapping and Cadastral Organization

www.minenv.gr/medeuvd EU Water Initiative / Mediterranean Component

www.minenv.gr/3/31/313/31303/9g3130304.html Organization for Planning and
Environmental Protection of Athens
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www.minenv.qgr/3/31/314/g314.html Organization for Planning and Environmental
Protection of Thessaloniki.

http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu

http://www.ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel

Article 6

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on
public

participation in decisions on specific activitiesn article 6. legislative, regulatory and
other measures that implement the provisions on puiz

participation in decisions on specific activitiesn article 6.

Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has begheimented. Describe the
transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disenation requirement in article 3,
paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied witlspect to decisions on

whether to permit proposed activities listed inenhto the Convention;

(ii) The provisions of article 6 are applied to @d#&mns on proposed activities

not listed in annex | which may have a significaffiect on the

environment;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the public cordes informed, early in an
environmental decision-making procedure, and iadaguate, timely and effective
manner, of

the matters referred to paragraph 2,

(c) Measures taken to ensure that the time frarh#gegublic participation
procedures respect the requirementgashgraph 3;

(d) With respect tparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is early public
participation;

(e) With respect tparagraph 5, measures taken to encourage prospective applicants
to identify the public concerned, to enter intacdissions, and to provide information
regarding

the objectives of their application before applyfoga permit;

() With respect tgparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The competent public authorities give the palolbncerned all information

relevant to the decision-making referred to incéetb that is available at

the time of the public participation procedure;

(ii) In particular, the competent authorities gteethe public concerned the
information listed in this paragraph;

(g) With respect tparagraph 7, measures taken to ensure that procedures for public
participation allow the public to submit commemtdormation, analyses or opinions that
it

considers relevant to the proposed activity;

(h) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that in a decision due
account is taken of the outcome of the public pgudition;

(i) With respect tgparagraph 9, measures taken to ensure that the public is prgmptl
informed of a decision in accordance with the appate procedures;

(j) With respect tgparagraph 10, measures taken to ensure that when a public
authority reconsiders or updates the operatingitiond for an activity referred to in
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paragraph 1, the provisions of paragraphs 2 t@@pplied making the necessary
changes, and

where appropriate;

(k) With respect tgparagraph 11, measures taken to apply the provisions of article 6

to decisions on whether to permit the deliberalease of genetically modified organisms
into

the environment.

Answer:

Concerning relevant definitions in article 2 and tfon discrimination requirement in
article 3 ,see information under article 5. In @esahe general public and the NGOs
can submit comments and proposals on environmisstas at the preliminary stages
of the decision making process .

All requirements of Article 6 are met in Law 342Q05 which ratified the Aarhus
Convention.

Law 3010/2002 transposing into national legislatifin Directives 96/61/EC, where
appropriate, as well as 97/11/EC and amending L@&0/1.986 for the protection of
the environment in conjunction with 3 relevant ddifinisterial Decisions (JMDs)
have upgraded since 2003 our national Environmemtglact Assessment (EIA)
procedure for projects and activities. These JMDbich specify the groups of
projects or activities that are subject to an EtAe environmental permitting
procedure, and the contents and prublication psot@sthe Environmental Impact
Study (EIS), are the following:

-JMD 15393/2332/200@0JG 33B/2002) on the classification of public and private
projects and activities into groups

-JMD 11014/703/20000JG 33B/2003) on the procedures of preliminary
environmental impact assessment and approval ofcgmmaental terms

-JMD 37111/2021/20080JG 1391B/29-9-2003), on the procedure for infagthe
public and public participation within the framewaf the environmental permitting
system .

EU Directive 2003/35 on “providing for public panpation regarding the drawing up
of certain plans and programmes relating to therenment and amending with
regard to public participation and access to jestiouncil Directives 85/337/EEC
and 96/61/EC” was effectively transposed into thee® legislation through the
enactment of two Joint Ministerial Decisions (JMDje above mentionetMD
37111/2021/2008JG 1391B/29-9-2003). And tlIdD 9269/470/2000JG
286B/2-3-2007) that defines measures of judiciatgmtion of the public against acts
or omissions of the Public Administration regardaugess to information and public
participation during environmental impact assesgmescess and in particular during
the procedure for approval of environmental terms.

The above JMD also meet all requirements of Artictef the Convention.

In general, the EIA procedure is carried out oremtr@l, regional and local authority
level for large, medium and small scale projectspeetively. EIA is a two-stage
process that involves the following steps:
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-screening and scoping (carried out as a prelinitiA procedure, at the end of
which the public is informed of outcom@))

-submission of application (including the EIS) tbhetcompetent environmental
authority

-quality review of the submitted documentation

-consultation with other relevant authorities & palparticipation (b) (these take
place concurrently and include transboundary céasohs when necessary)
-opinions sent to competent authority within speditime periodc)

-EIA decision issued ("decision for approval ofvmonmental terms”)

-publication of decision-public is informéd)

Moreover :

-Public participation indicated as “b” takes ptaearly enough when all options are
still open, although public administration has athg expressed its preliminary
opinion during the preliminary EIA opinion.

-Public concerned is provided enough time to expitssopinion.

-Environmental impact assessment studies are acedipublicly to the competent
Prefectural Councils.The official opinions on thelfninary Environmental
Assessment and Evaluation and on the Decisioaswfonmental terms approval
are also notified to the above Competent Prefelcwancils. The Preliminary
Environmental Estimation and Evaluation (PEEE)issd opinion of the
Administration and it is not binding . In addititime text of PEEE is publicized (for
public information only ) by the Competent PrefeatlCouncil. A similar public
announcement is also provided to the Authoritiea néighbour EU Member State
(transboundary consultation) when there are passibwironmental impacts of the
assessed activities. Environmental NGOs,local sgmtatives and local competent
bodies as well as every person can submit comneghesr to the Prefectural Council
or to the competent Public Authority respectively.

-During the EIA/SEA procedures (environmental pétimg of projects/plans and
programs) appropriate environmental informationossning each case is submitted
to the Competent Administration Service.

- All official legislative documentation concerning&SEA procedures is provided
upon request. Upon an application, Administratfmovides in due time the
information requested concerning official documesrtsther documentation
concerning the EIA/SEA files submitted to it, asis@s the public participation
process has begun No internal consultation docustrderning open judicial
procedures is provided.

-Within the framework of national legislation, pigbauthorities and specifically the
Prefectures have the responsibility to publishtbemwise make publicly available
specific information of the “Environmental Impaair8ey” of any industry and any
plan of organizing Industrial Area and Industriakrlés,while options are still open
and during the preparation of the regulations and aceptation. Opportunity to
comment is given to public at the latest withindzys, directly, or through
representative consultative bodies.

-Request for permitting of electric energy prodoctio the Competent Authority of
Energy(Ministry of Development), is rendered in piby the applicant according to
procedure provided by the relevant Regulation amd4773/1999.A feasibility study
and a Preliminary Environmental Assessment issorgred. Any interested person
can access to information concerning the relevemuest, held by the above
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Authority and submit reasoned objections. An envimental impact assessment
decision( JMD), issued by the Ministry of Environmhés also required.

(k)Public participation with regard to decisions petimg the deliberate release of
genetically modified organisms (GMOs)into the eamiment under the Article 6
parll of the Convention is provided by Law 3422408ch ratified the Aarhus
Convention. In addition the deliberate releas&BIOs into the environment
Jincluding their placing on the market within ther@munity is provided by
Directive 2001/18/EC. Article 12 of the JMD 3863917/2005(0JG B 1334)which
transposed the above directive provides for pyiaiticipation regarding decisions
permitting the deliberate release of GMOs intogheironment (for experimental
use) .Article 15 of the above JMD provides for palplarticipation regarding their
placing on the market (for commercial use).

As regards GMOs, Nature Management Section of timesiy for the Environment
is dealing with all non commercial (i.e. experimahtssues of the subject.No
notification files have been submitted until todagarding GMOs under Directive
2001/18/EC.

In addition JIMD 11642/1943/2002 which transposec&ive 98/81 regarding
contained use of Genetically modified microorgam (GMMs),also provides in
Article 12 for public participation. Labeling anditeability of GMOs are also
provided by EU Regulation 1830/2003.

Describe anypbstacles encounterech the implementation of any of the paragraphs of
article 6.

Answer:

+ Possible delays during the procedure of rendenrgublic the environmental impact
assessement studies

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activitiesarticle 6,e.g. are there any statistics or
other information available on public participation in decisions on specific activities
or on

decisions not to apply the provisions of this artie to proposed activities serving
national

defence purposes.

Answer :No statistical data available

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

www.minenv.grMinistry of Environment, Physical Planning and RukVorks
www.biodiv-chm.grSite of Clearing House Mechanism of BiodiversityGreece
www.ekpaa.giNational Centre for Environment and Sustainabledli@pment
www.edpp.grNational Environmental Information Network
www.epper.giOperational Program for the Environment

Eionet/ CDR:_http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu

OHE: http://www.unece.org
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Article 7
List the appropriate practical and/or other provisions made for the public to
participate
during the preparation of plans and programmes reléing to the environment.
Describe the transposition of the relevant definitins in article 2 and the non-
discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

-Joint Ministerial Decision (JMD) 107017/2006 hasoduced the necessary
provisions for the assessment of the effects daeplans and programs on the
environment, or else Strategic Environmental Assess (SEA). A number of plans
and programs, on a national, regional or locallleeebe adopted through a formal
procedure, in several sectors such as agricultorestry, fisheries, energy, industry,
transport, tourism, water resources managementewasnagement, urban or
physical planning or land use, that are likely &wd significant environmental effects,
are made subject to a SEA.

- In particular, a consultation process was folldwea the respective SEA studies for
the three Special Frameworks of Spatial PlanningRemewable Energy Sources,
Industry and Tourism.

-In general, the SEA procedure takes place on #&atelevel for national, inter-
regional and regional plans and programs and @giamal level for local (prefectural
and inter-prefectural) plans and programs, andilerte following steps:

-optional scoping

-screening (public is informed of outcome) (a)

-submission of application (including the StrateBicvironmental Impact Study: S-
EIS) to the competent environmental authority

-quality review of the submitted documentation

-consultation with other relevant authorities & palparticipation (b) (these take
place concurrently and include transboundary céasohs when necessary)
-opinions sent to competent authority within speditime period (c)

-SEA decision issued, which includes monitoring sueas

-Publication of decision-public is informed (d)

-Thereafter, the proposed plan or program mustdagtad in order to comply with
the SEA decision.The Special Environmental Service is the centrahpetent
authority for the environmental permitting of plaarsd programs.

» Accordingto the EU Water Framework Directive requirementgnitber
States must encourage the active involvement ant@iested parties, in
particular in the production, review and updatifighe River Basin
Management Plansto be developed by the end of 2009. Member States
obliged to publish the River Basin Management Pfansomments by any
interested party.The publication procedure of theeRBasin Management
Plans to be developed for each RBD of the coustdescribed in Art. 15 of
the Presidential Decree 51/2007, which transposesiythe technical
requirements of the EU Water Framework Directivte imational
legislation. According to this legislative framewpthe Regional Water
Councils are responsible to inform the public arakenavailable the draft
copies of the River Basin Management Plans for centsn Comments in
writing to the draft copies by the public can bemitted within 6 months (at
the latest) from the publication date.
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On request, access can be given to background doterand information
used for the development thfe draft river basin management plans
According to the new legislation for the protectanmd sustainable
management of water resources in Greece (Law 3@09/2Art. 3, par 6 &
Art.6), which integrates the public participati@guirements of the EU Water
Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), the active invahent of interested
parties is ensured through their representatidghgdNational and Regional (in
the 13 Regional Water Districts) Water Councilg tr@ being developed as
part of the new administrative framework of the mioy. The National and

the 13 Regional Water Councils are advisory boards which all national
and regional interested groups, such as involved ganisations, NGOs,
etc., are represented

All calls for tenders, in order to be financed hg Special Service for
Management of the Operational Programme“EnvironraadtSustainable
Development”,(EPPER), are publicized in large higgh circulation’s
newspapers as well as they are displayed in fi@abfvebsite of the above
Special Service (EPPER)of the Ministry for the Eamimnent.

-The implementation of the Operational Programuoreger the competence of
this Special Service (EPPER) is monitored redylay an established
Monitoring Committee which operates under appraveates of procedure.
Representatives of Competent bodies, as well asgeptatives of social
partners (stakeholders) and of NGOs patrticipatBisiaMonitoring

Committee.

-Two public consultations were held on Plans of@perational Programme
drawn by the above Special Service concerningtéparation and the
drawing of the Operational Programme Environmeict Sustainable
Developmennt (EPPERAA) 2007-2013.The first pubbasultation took
place during the time period from 31-10-2006 ud@it3-2007. And the second
public consultation took place during the time pdrrom 2/4/2007 until
20/7/2007. During these two periods the draft ef@perational Programme
were early displayed for public consultation fdoag time in the official
website of the Ministry for Environment as wellthsy were sent to 150
representatives Competent Bodies asking for any é&frcontribution eg.
comments ,suggestions ,or remarks. Many writtemedsas oral -by phone-
suggestions were submitted and were taken intsideration in the final
draft of the Operational Programme which was seuropean Commission
for the final approval.

-The Strategic Environmental Impact AssessemetiteoDperational
Programme Environment and Sustainable Developm&HRERAA) drawn
under the responsibily and guidance of the aboeei8pService (EPPERAA)
was also opened to public consultation and Prassmmication according to
JMD107017 / 5-9-2006 which has introduced the resogsprovisions for the
assessment of the effects of certain plans andgmges on the environment,
or else Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEERsposing Directive
2001/42EK (DEK 1225B)

The National Council for Spatial Planning and Sustiale Development
(NCSPSD), established according to Law 2742/1986,diven its opinion in
2002 on a draft Special Framework of Spatial Plagif Coastal Areas
prepared by the Ministry of the Environment and $#tsl Planning, but the
process was not concluded. More recently, the NCBe also its opinion
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on two National Frameworks of Spatial Planning, Gameral and one Special
(= Thematic) on Renewable Energy Sources. Two Natenal Special
Frameworks of Spatial Planning are to be submtttatie NCSPSD for
consultation in the next weeks: one on Industry @melon Tourism. When
this process will be concluded, in the next montiws, more National Special
Frameworks of Spatial Planning, which are currealibge to be finalised by
the Ministry of the Environment and Physical Plangi will be submitted to
the NCSPSD: one on Coastal and Insular Areas aith@non Mountainous
Areas.

According to Law 2508/97 the involved Public Autihies and relevant local
stakeholders are asked to provide their officiahmm for the approval of the
General Master City Plan .Concerning the Urban i8tuénd City Plans a
publication on the newspapers is required anohaudtation takes place in
the Local Authority. Interested public can subrelerant rejections. In the
case of a radical renewal project in an Urban Areansensus of 60% of the
owners of the land is required for the projectecapproved.

The local authotities are mainly involved in urlanning and they have
general advisory competence ,according to whiclcéméral authorities ask
for their previous consultation every time theyrpta adopt a regulatory
measure that will affect the environment or lodahping.

Explain what opportunities there are for public participation in the preparation of
policies
relating to the environment.

The adoption of policies relating to the environtn@ther takes the form of
strategies or programmes or legislative acts. ilftamework the National
Strategy for Sustainable Development, drawn uphbyNational Centre for
the Environment and Sustainable Development ancbapg by the
Ministerial Council in June 2002, was prepared digiocollaboration with the
“National Coordination Committee of the GovernmBunticy in the field of
Spatial Planning and Sustainable Development™ilzat at the time also
acting as the National Preparatory Committee okGaen view of the
Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Developreeanompassing
representatives from competent Ministries and tG&SD. Representatives
from Local Authorities, employers and trade unions, resarch institutes
and NGOs also participated in the preparation procdure, directly
through thematic working groups or through participation in wider
Workshops.in the“National Council for Physical Planning and Sustabie
Development’also participated representatives from MoE(YPEHQ@D&cal
Authorities, employer and trade unions, researstitiutes and NGOs.
Currently we are in eview of the 2002 Strategyocess, which is to be
finalized shortly. Almost all Ministries and Sotjiggroups are involved in
this Review process since its very initial prepanastages. Prior to the
drafting of the Revised Strategy'’s first draft,@en invitation was uploaded
on the MoEn. website to all groups and entitiesdgonvolved in a Dialogue
process, in the context of a public consultation.
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» -Participation of National Center of Environmenteustainable
Development through its official opinion as well@ther local stakeholders
and civil partners in the consultation for the daling programmes and plans:
-Elaboration of National plan of Strategic Agricutil development for the
period (2007-2013)on environment issues suchasrwecources
management, biodiversity, protected areas, clitiadémge etc
.-Elaboration and implementation of policy regagdine management of
water resources in a water basin based on Agen@aidiples and on
Framework Directive guidance 2000/60/EE.(Life 0AVE5r/000099 Water
Agenda)

- Management of Water Resources and Wetland pgroteia tourism
developing areas programme.( MANWATER INTEREG MFBAND
B,ARCHIMED).

-Elaboration of the National Development Plan (bl Strategic)
Framework -
Elaboration of th&&uropean Rural Policy (2007-2013).

Describe anypbstacles encountereth the implementation of article 7.
Answer:

+ Participatory processes can take a lot of time mnmhey, effecting the timely
implementation of the Water Framework Directive Sgible delays, potential
changes in the plans).

+ Lack of public ability and willingness to particiea

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in decisions on specific activitiesarticle 7.

Answer:

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

http://www.unfccc.int

http://www.minenv.gr

http://www.ekpaa.gr

http://www.ypan.gr

http://www.unece.org

Article 8

Describe what efforts are made to promote effectivpublic participation during the
preparation by public authorities of executive reglations and other generally
applicable

legally binding rules that may have a significant #ect on the environment. To the
extent

appropriate, describe the transposition of the releant definitions in article 2 and the
nondiscrimination

requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

Consultation is usually provided by law eitheraaconsultation with national
representative bodies or as a general public ctatgr and not as a general
institutionalised procedure for public participatim preparing national legislation or
executive regulations. In the Greek Parliamefeananent Committee on the
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Protection of the Environment established in 20@&butes in the consideration
and debating of environmental issues.

Some indicative cases of public participation uratéicle 8, apart from the cases
stated above under Article 6 andare the following:

-According to Law 1650/86 for the protection oétbnvironment, for the designation
of protected areas, a Specific Environmental S{&BS5) is prerequiredifter its
completion, the SES is approved and then, togethearith the draft legislation text
for the designation of the area, it is available ippublic. Comments are
incorporated and then the legislative text is sigreeby the competent Ministers.
-According to L. 1650/86 and L. 2742/99, twentyseWanagement Bodies have
been established in protected areas of Greeceingwagup. 1.700.000 ha.
Administrational Councils of these bodies are cosauloby representatives of central,
regional and local authorities, representativeecdl stakeholders groups,
researchers and NGOManagement Bodies are entitled to draft regulationgor
administration and functioning for their areas.

Describe anypbstacles encountereth the implementation of article 8.

Answer:

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions onpublic
participation in the field covered by article 8.

Answer:

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Article 9

List legislative, regulatory and other measures theimplement the provisions on
access to justice in article 9.

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has begheimented. Describe the
transposition of the

relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-disenation requirement in article 3,
paragraph 9.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Any person who considers that his or her regtersnformation under

article 4 has not been dealt with in accordanch thi¢ provisions of that

article has access to a review procedure befoorid of law or another

independent and impartial body established by law;

(i) Where there is provision for such a reviewagourt of law, such a

person also has access to an expeditious procesiatglished by law that

is free of charge or inexpensive for reconsideralip a public authority

or review by an independent and impartial body iothan a court of law;

(i) Final decisions under this paragraph are biigdn the public authority

holding the information, and that reasons are dtiat@vriting, at least

where access to information is refused,

(b) Measures taken to ensure that within the fraonkwf national legislation,
members of the public concerned meeting the caitezt out irparagraph 2 have access
to a review procedure before a court of law andrather independent and impatrtial
body established by law, to challenge the substamtnd procedural legality of any
decision, act or omission subject to the provisioinarticle 6;

(c) With respect tparagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that where they meet the
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criteria, if any, laid down in national law, membef the public have access to
administrative or judicial procedures to challeagés and omissions by private persons
and public authorities which contravene provisioheational law relating to the
environment;

(d) With respect tparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The procedures referred to in paragraphs h23aprovide adequate and

effective remedies;

(i) Such procedures otherwise meet the requiresneinthis paragraph;

(e) With respect tparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that information is
provided to the public on access to administradive judicial review.

Answer:

According to Article 24 of the Hellenic Constitutithe protection of the natural
and cultural environment constitutes a duty of$itete and a right of
everyone. The State is bound to adopt special ptineand repressive
measures for the preservation of the environmetiigrconcept of sustainable
development .The Greek legal system fulfils ilgats and obligations
proclaimed by the Convention ,as it adequately sscudicial protection in
environmental cases ,irrespective of whether thpude arisen derives from
private entity activities or from acts or omissiaighe public authorities and
whether the claims for judicial protection involtree prevention of
environmental damage or the payment of damages.

Law 1650/86 on the protection of the Environmenam&nded by law 3010/2002
and implemented by several Presidential decreegidis the basic
environmental protection law in Greece.A great nendj EU Directives on
the environment have been transposed in the Gegglldtion and several
laws on environmental issues e.g. on the protedidhe marine environment,
on the protection of forests etc also provide forinmental protection .

Besides ,concerning access to information, acagrtti theHellenic
Constitution the competent service or authority iobliged to reply to
requests for information and for issuing documents,within a set deadline
not exceeding 60 days, as specified by law. In tasaleadline elapses
without action or in case of unlawful refusal, ohd&ion to any other sanctions
and consequences at laspecial compensation is also paid to the applicant
as specified by law. (article 10, para.3 of theléfet Constitution ).(see more
information on the right of access to informatiander article 3).

Aiming at citizens’ protection there are also salgyossibilities for administrative
and judicial review ,such as the application foneely,special recourses , quasi
—judicial recourses,hierarchical recourse and Fshreal control exercised by

superior authorities over subordinate authoritegas for compensation
according to civil liability provisions as well agsveral judicial recourses.

The enactment of the JMD11764/653/2006 onsacteenvironmental
information) has also contributed in facilitatipgblic seeking access to justice in
environmental matters. According to Article 6 oé thbove Joint Ministerial
Decision(JMD), the citizen has the following podiles for administration and
judicial review:

1. File an action for compensation before the Spéttmhmittee provided by
Law 1943/1991(Article 5,par 13)

2. File an action for compensation before the CompeZenrt according to the
civil liability provisions.
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3. File a Quasi-judicial recourse before the Spec@h@ittee provided by Law
1943/1991(Article 5 par.13)for the modificationreconsideration of the acts
or omissions of the Public Authority. The interesphysical or legal person
has the right to file an administrative recours®bke the Administrative
Court ,against the decision of the above Speciah@itee.

The JMD 11764/653/2006 which transposed 2003/4&time repealed the JMD
77921/1440/6-9-950n access to environmental infoomaBy the repealed JMD
a Committee on Access to Environmental Informatiad been established ,
competent for the administrative review of the agapit's request rejection by
the Public Authority. Today according to the neMJ11764/653/2006 this
Committee has been replaced by a Special Comneiiiadlished by Law
1943/1991(Article 13 par 5)as it was amended, whgbompetent today for the
above administrative review of the applicant’s egfuejection

Additionally the enactment of the JMD 9269/2M07(0G 286B/2-3-2007) that
defines measures of judicial protection of the mudgainst acts or omissions of the
Public Administration regarding access to informatand public participation during
environmental impact assessment , has also cotedassentially in facilitating
access to justice in environmental matters. Acoaydd Article 3 of the above Joint
Ministerial Decision(JMD), the citizen has the @ling possibilities for
administrative and judicial review:

1.For administrative review:

a. Application for remedy submitted before Minysior the Environment according
to law 2690/1999 (article 24)by which the applicasks for the annulment or
modification of the initial administrative decisi@act concerning public
information and participation during environmerntapact assessment of the relevant
activities.
b. Special recourses that are submitted befor#thister for the Environment ,by
which the applicant asks for the annulment or modiion of the General Secretary
of the Region Initial Act concerning public infoation and participation during
environmental impact assessment of the relevaniizes.

2. For judicial review

a. File an action for compensation before the @atent Court according to civil
liability provisions.

b. Petition(writ)of annulment before the CouncilSiate 1.against acts or omissions
of the Public Administration whether an applicatior remedy has been submitted
or not.2.Against the administrative decisions/actagainst omissions of the
Ministry for the Environment taken after the subsmos of the special administrative
recourse or against its omission (silent rejection)

Additionally an important legal mechanism in mamyieonmental cases constitutes
the interim injunctive relief when an administraiglecision with environmental
conseqguences cannot be revoked.If the interim atipm relief is admitted ,a stay of
execution is ordered if the danger is deemed pilehalless there are specific
grounds of public interest.
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- Regarding enforcement, the Special Service ofrfénmental Inspectors (SSEI) has
been established under Presidential Decree 16beotatiministrative organization of
SSEI" (OJG A137/ in June 2003, covering with itBifisions for Northern and
Southern Greece the whole country, thus, contrilgutid the effective enforcement of
environmental legislation and increasing the overadibility of environmental
policy in the country. Hellenic Environmental Insparate is responsible for
environmental infringements concerning breachnefrenmental law , monitoring
and compliance with environmental legislation

-Additionally the Hellenic Ombudsman has jurigain over cases concerning
disputes between citizens and public administratioits, such as: Government
services, Local and regional government (commugitieunicipalities,
prefectures),other Public institutions and Private entities of the public sector,
corporations and organizations that are under cbetther by the state or by legal
entities of the public sector. The Ombudsman ctarvene when, in dealing with the
public administration, an individual or legal epténcounters: Refusal to supply
information or insufficient provision of informatio Unreasonable delay in
processing applications.Infringement of laws odation of procedure.
Administrative irregularities or omissions Discrimtion against individuals.

Hellenic Constitution art 4.(1975) provides for rnciple of equality.(see more
under article 5) Besides Law 3304/2005 on the "&np@nting of the principle of
equal treatment regardless of racial or ethnicorigligious or other beliefs,
disability, age or sexual orientation" through whtbe relevant EU Directives were
transposed ,constitutes a landmark in the promatidghe principle of equality and
the protection of human rights in Greece. This tawforces the role of the
Ombudsman by adding new competencies that are &xpexrhelp it fulfil its
institutional objective more effectively and promahe principle of equal treatment.
In addition The Equal Treatment Committee (ETCdhef Ministry of Justice, is
assigned with combating discrimination in the piéveector together with the Labour
Inspectorate (SEPE).

The independence of the judges is safeguardedeb@dnstitution. (Article 26)The
Greek legal system allows direct access to thé @puirts both to individuals and
NGOs. In environmental cases the scope of legatisig has been remarkably
expanded as a result of the jurisprudence of then€lbof State.

In addition there is no express prohibition agatitizens from other States
participating in Court proceedings. NGOs in geneaal participate if they fulfil some
requirements. The most important is that NGOs gshbale as their aim , provided by
their statutes, the protection of the Environmértould be said that in Greek law a
guasi-actio popularis has been introduced byuhsgrudence of the Council of State
since the actio- popularis itself is not accepted.

Concerning costs in the judicial procedure the iappt for the annulment of an
administrative act before a Court must pay thedaehstamp fees(normally not
exceeding an amount of 10-30 Euros depending odabeee(instance) of the Court
and a special trial deposit fee set at the amaoub®-@0Euros for general annulment
disputes, depending also on the degree(instandbgd@ourt. As for the legal
counselling ,the lowest mandatory costs are pravidelaw but generally in practice
they are formulated and depend on the expertiieecdippointed advocate and on
Court degree(instance). Concerning costs for adunative procedure (special
administrative recourse, and quasi —judicial reseyrthere is no special cost .
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Finally, concerning training curricula for judgesthe school of National Judges
established by law 2236/1994 provides educatisaainars for judges on
several issues while also providing special trgnfor candidate judges. The
judges can also take a leave of absence for ailcgrériod of time to follow
relevant University studies in Greece or abr&@mkcial seminars on the
environment and environmental law are also proviggthe Athens Bar
Association, Specialized Institutions, the Techhi€@@amber of Greece etc. The
Fifth Section of the Council of State is respolesior environmental
administrative disputes. In this framework, a Memtfethe Hellenic Council of
State participates in the Forum of InternationaliEEmmental Judges.

Describe anybstacles encounterech the implementation of any of the paragraphs of
article 9.
* Answer:According to the opinion of an NGO there isatigle scarcity of
resources for access to justice.

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on asce®
justice pursuant to article 8,g. are there any statistics available on environemtal
justice and are there any assistance mechanismsr&move or reduce financial and
other barriers to access to justice?

Answer:The president of the Court may at the applicamttgiest ,exempt poor
litigants from the duty to pay stamp fees and thgodit for the submission of an
application if is deemed that the applicant isa@ompfinancial condition.

Besides law 3226/2004 (OJG A24/2004)providesdgal aid for poor litigants
concerning cases of civil, commercial and crimiaal

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:
www.Ministryofjustice.gr Ministry of Justice

www.ste.gr  Council of State

www.dsa.gr Athens Bar Association

www.synigoros.gr Hellenic Ombudsman
www.minenv.gr/eyep Hellenic Environmental Inspectorate

General comments on the Convention’s objective:

If appropriate, indicate how the implementatiorited Convention contributes to the
protection of the right of every person of pressamd future generations to live in an
environment adequate to his or her health and besiig.

Answer:

Aarhus Convention’s implementation constitutesrapartantstep forward in the efforts
of the International Community to ensure a sustdeanvironment for future
generations. Greece believes that the existentmeframes, practical
implementation measures and the possibility foregoments to work together with
civil society provide the foundations for effe@ienvironmental protection.
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